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paign for the' duration of the historic mineworkers' strike which brought to the fore 
issues ofnon-racialism and working class solidarity. He was imprisoned for his partici­
pation in the campaign. He also edited the Passive Resister for the duration of the cam­
paign and contributed to various other national publications. 

Meer worked closely with the leadership of the ANC in the Transvaal, especially 
with A.B. Xuma, and focussed on issues ofunity across racial divides. This work culmi­
nated in the Doctors' Pact signed between Drs Xuma, Dadoo and Naicker in 1947. In 
1948 he was expelled from the Transvaal and sent back to Natal after being imprisoned 
for his participation in defying the 'Ghetto Act'. 

Upon his arrival in Natal he commenced work with the Natal Indian Congress and 
was elected vice president. To foster closer cooperation between the Indian congresses, 
the South African Indian Congress was launched and he was elected to the executive 
committee. During the 1949 riots, in a period of heightened animosity between the 
African and Indian communities, he worked closely with Chief Albert Luthuli to pro­
mote peaceful co-existence and calm as a necessary pre-condition for non-racial unity 
against the common oppressor. Together they visited the trouble spots in Durban and 
addressed the community in English and Zulu, in which he was proficient. 

He established his legal practice in Verulam in 1951. During the Defiance Campaign 
of 1952 he served on the Joint Executive Committee of the ANC and NIC and actively 
mobilised for participation in the defiance of unjust laws. He was once again impris­
oned and banned from writing or being quoted. This banning was revoked only in 1990. 
During this period of his being 'listed', he continued to write under a pseudonym. 

He was a member of the Greyville Branch of the NIC and served as political educa­
tion officer, and was responsible for the training ofthe political cadreship. Many current 
leaders blossomed under his mentorship and tutelage. 

He was charged together with 154 others for treason in a trial that lasted 6 years and 
where all were acquitted. He was again detained during the national state of emergency 
in 1960. He continued to give advice and exercised his considerable political skills in 
the mass democratic movement during the period of the banning of the ANC. On the 
unbanning of the ANC he was elected chairperson ofthe Durban West Areas branch. In 
1994 he was elected to the KZN Provincial Legislature and served on the education, 
finance and public accounts portfolio committees. 

As an historian he was extremely concerned about the distortions that were being 
taught in schools and universities and he established the Liberation History Foundation 
which organised regular lectures on events that were being slowly forgotten or had not 
been recorded. 

He leaves his wife of49 years, Fatima Meer, and two daughters, Shamim and Shenaaz. 

YUSUF BHAMJEE 

Heather Leone Hogg (1946-2000) 
Leone Hogg was a graduate of the University ofNatal in Pietennaritzburg, completing 
her BA, BA Honours and HDE between 1966 and 1968, and a BEd in 1973. To these 
degrees she added a Certificate in Business Administration from the University of 
Stellenbosch Business School in 1987. In 1969 she began teaching at Pietennaritzburg 
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Girls' High School, leaving the school in 1976 
to take up the Vice Principalship at Danville 
Park Girls' High in Durban North and 
returning to GHS as Deputy Principal in 1978. 
The following year she was back at Danville 
as head. From 1979 to 1983 she served on the 
Executive of the Principals' Association of 
Natal, being Chairperson from 1981 to 1983. 

In 1984 she was appointed as an Academic 
and Curriculum Planner with the Natal Edu­
cation Department. In addition to her duties in 
subject and curriculum development, she 
worked alongside colleagues and the admin­
istrative staff responsible for the running, ad­
ministering and development of the Natal Se­
nior Certificate Examination, including the 
pioneering and development of the School 
Assessment component of the examination. 

In 1988 she left departmental service to 
take up the post ofLady Principal ofthe Girls' Leone Hogg 
Collegiate School in Pietermaritzburg. In this capacity, she played a pivotal role in the 
merger of the Collegiate and Wykeham schools. The amalgamation of two well-estab­
lished educational institutions, each with its particular ethos and traditions, and the 
rationalisation of functions and personnel that necessarily accompanies such an amal­
gamation, is always a difficult and delicate undertaking, and Leone's work was a key 
factor in the successful emergence of the new Wykeham Collegiate. 

She continued as Lady Principal of the new school, and in this capacity she repre­
sented the Independent Schools on the Natal Examinations Board and, furthermore, 
chaired the Natal Branch of Headmasters' and Headmistresses' Conference (HMC) 
(1993-1995). As a founder member of the Natal Education Board associated with the 
Education Foundation, she was privileged to work with educationalists of distinction 
from all over the country (1990- 1995). In August 1997, she represented the HMC at the 
Australian Conference of Heads of Independent Schools, in Hobart. 

In 1985 she was sent by the Natal Education Department to Scotland to research the 
use of computers in education for administrative purposes. Later, in March 1994, she 
was sent to Cambridge to investigate and research examinations on offer at UCLES for 
implementation at the Wykeham Collegiate. She was a member of a number of signifi­
cant educational boards and councils: SANCA, the University ofNatal Education Board, 
the NED Examinations Board, the Scripture Union Independent Schools, the National 
Executive of the Independent Schools' Council, the National Executive of Headmas­
ters' and Headmistresses' Conference, ofwhich she was Regional Chairman for KwaZulu­
Natal in 1994 and 1995 and National Vice Chairman from 1996 to 1998. She was on the 
boards of Cowan House, St Andrew's School, Senderwood, and St Mary's Diocesan 
School for Girls in Kloof, a consultant to Michaelhouse, Our Lady ofFatima, the Catho­
lic Institute ofEducation, the various Department ofEducation task teams, and a mem­
ber of the executive of Technology 2005. 
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Throughout her career she had been actively interested in assessment as a part of the 
curriculum, and in 1999 she was appointed Deputy Director: Curriculum Development 
of the Independent Examinations Board. The post entailed overseeing the implementa­
tion of policy, both of the IEB and of the national Department of Education, with rel­
evance for both assessment practice and curriculum development. This work, sadly, 
was cut short by her early death. 

I met Leone in 1985 when she was Education Planner at the NED and I worked in an 
NED school. We became friends, and later, 1996, I had the privilege ofworking under 
her at the Wykeham Collegiate (she was Lady Principal and I was Head of the Senior 
School). 

She was an exceptionally gifted person, in a wide spectrum ofactivities. Leone was 
able to see trends and was an exceptional visionary. She implemented change long be­
fore others saw the necessity for it. She was courageous, highly intelligent, and educa­
tion and young people were her passion. She looked at situations broadly and differ­
ently. She didn't focus on the problems, but on the way through and forward. She knew 
how to encourage and empower. It was a great privilege to work with her - albeit ex­
hausting (running to catch up all the time!). 

Leone always collected 'lame dogs' and tried gently to get them back on their feet 
and running (walking was only a brief step along the way). In her twenties she took on 
the added responsibility of raising her two nephews at that point aged 8 and 9 as a 

parent with a demanding career. 
On a personal level she was a wonderfully spiritual person who walked closely with 

her God and was never afraid to share her conviction and experience. She would be 
humbled by how many have paid tribute and recognised her achievements and contribu­
tions. But she was an amazing person and truly deserving of the most high praise and 
gratitude. 

JENNY KETLEY 

George Allan Chadwick (1923-2000) 
Chadwick, who died in Durban in August one day short of his 87th birthday, 

made a distinguished contribution to the study, preservation and popularisation of 
historical sites. 

He grew up in the wilds of Quedeni in Zululand, acquiring a remarkable fluency in 
Zulu as well as English and Afrikaans. He was not for nothing a descendant of the 
missionary James Archbell, appointed by the Voortrekkers as their first dominee, for he 
was equally at home in or Afrikaans-speaking company. Educated at Maritzburg 
College to reach school he had to start his journey by ox-wagon - and the then Natal 
University College, he began his teaching career at Glencoe in northern Natal. 

Chadwick saw service in World War 2 with the Rand Light Infantry, with whom he 
fought at El Alamein. While in the Middle East he became fascinated by the relics of 
history all around him and it was while attached to a training unit in Alexandria that he 
gained his first experience in tour guiding, dodging the minefields in taking visitors to 
the El Alamein battlefield. 

Natalia 30 (2000) Copyright © Natal Society Foundation 2010




